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CONPIDENTIAL GABORONE 1514 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, BC, UK 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE UK MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO BOTSWANA 
REF: (A) STATE 154184, (B) LONDON 8963, (C) STATE 127960 

1. IN CONVERSATION JULY 7, SECRETARY TO CABINET STEENKAMP 
TOLD DCM THAT PRESIDENT KHAMA DID NOT DISCUSS MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE WITH BRITISH DURING HIS VISIT TO U.K. STEEN- 
KAMP ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT HE (STEENKAMP) ' DID DISCUSS IT 
WITH THE ODD BRIT ", INCLUDING A REPRESENTATIVE OF STERLING 
ARMS CO., WHOM HE CHIDED FOR THE LONG DELAY IN SHIPMENT OF 
LIVE AMMO POR 400 ARMALITE RIPLES PREVIOUSLY ORDERED. HE 
REMINDED DCM THAT (AS WE ALREADY REPORTED) UK WAS OPFERING 
MILITARY TRAINING AND LIMITED COMMERCIAL SALES TO BOTSWANA. 

2. STEENKAMP MENTIONED THAT PRESIDENTIAL PARTY HAD VISITED 
PABRIQUE NATIONAL WHILE IN BELGIUM. HE SAID THAT PN NOT 
YET MASS PRODUCING THE 5.56 MM CALIBER DESIRED BY GOB, 

ALTHOUGH PILOT MODELS WERE AVAILABLE POR INSPECTION. 

ANOTHER INHIBITING PACTOR IS COST OF BELGIAN MODELS, 

WHICH WILL RUN AROUND 500 DOLLARS PER COPY. 
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3. STEENKAMP ALSO SAID GOB HAD PURCHASED THREE "DEFENDER" 
(ISLANDER) AIRCRAFT, EACH CAPABLE OP SHORT TAKEOFPS AND 
LANDINGS AND CARRYING ABOUT ELEVEN PERSONS. 

4. COMMENT: PURCHASE OP AIRCRAFT AND VISIT TO FN 
FACTORY ARE PUTHER EVIDENCE OP GOB DETERMINATION, IN 
VIEW OP POLITICAL AND SECURITY-RELATED PRESSURES, TO 
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PROCEED WITH MILITARY PROCUREMENT DESPITE ATTENDANT 
BUDGETARY SACRIEICES. END COMMENT. 

NORLAND 
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